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€)43 undertaking having commenced with the 
fifth month of a year, we found ourfelves ob- 
liged to decide upgy the alternative of making two 
fmall volumes, of four numbers each, or of enlarging 
our firft volume to eight numbers. Various confide- 
rations induced us to prefer the former method ; 
among which, not the leaft was that of taking an 
early opportunity to record our gratitude for a pa- 
tronage almoft without example, within fo fhort a 
period; and to give fome further elucidations of our 
Plan, and of the manner in which our publication 
will. be uniformly conducted. 

On the fubject of our reception by the Public we 
are happily fecured, as Authors, from too much per- 
fonal vanity, by our knowledge of the almoft uni- 
verfal feeling that prevailed, of the neceflity there 
was for fuch an undertaking. If we have ftood for- 
ward as volunteers in the caufe of truth, we were 
at leaft reminded of our duty by a very general voice 
among our countrymen, and the liberal dupport they 
have fo readily beftowed, is but the natural reward of 
executing what they had fo fincerely wifhed. We are 
well aware that it {till depends upon the unremit- 
ting continuance of very {trong exertions to main- 
tain the ground which we have gained fo fuddenly.; 
and that a favourite enterprife, ill or carelefsly con. 
ducted, would quickly ceafe to find a patronage, 
even from thofe who think it moft important. Men 
cannot fupport even theirbeft friends, in direc de- 
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fiance of found judgment; and though favour may 
begin the profperity of fuch a work, merit only 
can confirm it. We have, however, the fatisfaction 
to know, by the moft direct affurances, from quar- 
ters the moft highly refpectable, that it ts not folely 
the popularity of our undertaking, to which we are 
indebted for our prefent circulation; and fince: we 
alfo know infallibly that our exertions will not be 
flackened, the commendations which have already 
repaid us, in the beft manner, for our firft anxiety 
and newbie, become to us the moft unequivocal 
pledges of our future eftimation. 

Our object has been,tand will be uniformly, 

give a fair and fatisfactory account of every publi- 
cation which may appear to claym a full confidera- 
tion; and the problem we endeavour, in every in- 
ftance, to folve, 1s to communicate the cleareft notion 
of every fuch work that can by any means be had 
without an actual perufal of it. This, in various 
cafes, muft be effected by various means: fometimes 
by abridgment, fometimes by analytis, fometimes by 
fpecimens, fometimes by remarks and_ charaéter, 
adapted to the general topic, or the particular con- 
duct of the work: and to enable us the better to 
do this, we endeavour, not confining ourfelves to 
any limited number of afliftants, to obtain from the 
moft eminent perfons in every branch of fcience, 
that {pecies of criticifm which they may be peculiarly 
qualified to give. A mode of communication, which, 
if we fhould be able to continue and extend it, as 
happily as it has been begun, muft infallibly render 
the Britisa Critic a repofitory. of the moft ac- 
curate knowledge this diftinguifhed country can 
produce. 

With refpect to the nature of our defign, we know 
but of one objection, even of apparent weight, that 
has been urged againft it: which is, that we began 
by proiefling partiality That this was an impro- 
per conftruétion of the words of our Profpectus has 
been, we truft, fufhciently evinced by the actual exe- 

: cutlom 





* 
a, 
€ 
ii 
ioe 
ey 


MA i eee 
RY 


ae) 
% 





cen 
S aene 
el RS 


POS. 7 Does Pee eT 
eS A a ee 


WES Cape megs 


si 

Fy 
+ 
t 
> 


43 
a 


Salas 





ST UNAS ¥ 
am ee 








Gare Fe | aden 
Sige: SE ee 


ee 2h 


$e 
3 
Fe 

3 





































PREF A CE. ili 


cution of our work, fo far as it has yet proceeded; in 
which it may be feen, that writers of all claffes and 
defcriptions obtain a fair confideration ; and that cen— 
fure, 1f it has appeared neceflary, has been given 
fometimes with reluctance, and cenerally with a de- 
gree of delicacy in the manner, which might pal- 
liate, infome degree, the harfhnefs of the matter. But 
if this had not beén proved fo fully, we contend, that 
the accufation above ftated could not fairly be dedu- 
ced from our original declarations. We commenced, 
indeed, by avowing our principles, and we purpofely 
declared them ftrongly, as a pledge to the public, 
that if we were to err on any fide, which yet we 


meant moft ftudioufly to avoid, it certainly would 
not be in oppofition to the favourite opinions of our 
countrymen, or in defiance and contempt of the beft 
feelings of true Britons, but rather in behalf of 
them. We made thefe declarations as an affurance 


tothe nation, that they would always find, at leaft in 
THE BRITISH CRITIC, a literary regifter, in which 


their gel nuine fentiments would be refpected, and in 


which the moft fcanty meafure of juftice would not be 
allotted to thofe writings which defend their eftablith- 
ed religion, and the unpe erverted form of their political 
conftitution ; fuch as they have long enjoyed, and 
fuch as they have long revered it. Thus were we 
doubtlefs underftood by all who chofe to underftand 
us: and in this we furely could be liable to no re- 
proach. 

Having premifed thus much, in juftice to ousfelves, 
or for the fake of giving a more complete elucida- 
tion of our plan and principles, we fhall conclude 
the prefent addrefs by a concife view of the progrefs 
of Britifh Literature fo far as it has hitherto fallen 
under our obfervation ; noticing only fuch works as 
have appeared tous materially to enrich the national 
{tores. 

This view we fhal] exhibit under the feveral articles 
of literature which may form the moft convenient 
arrangement, : 


a2 Divinity, 
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Divinity. 


‘ 


This article we place firft becaufe we, whether 
Laymen, or of the Church, all ftrenuoufly adhere to 
that old-fafhioned fentiment, that of all the ftudies 
of man, no one is fo important as that which tends 
to prepare him for an everlafting ftate of exiftence. 
In Divinity, then we have been fortunate enough to 
announce, even in this fhort fpace, fome works which 
may be confidered as acquifitions of great value. 
The firft of thefe was the difcourfe of Dr. Town/on*, 
on the refurrection of our Saviour: a pofthumous 
work, but one well worthy of the character of the 
living Author; and tending greatly to clear up a point 
that has been confidered as obfcure. A volume of 
fermons from a young, but very induftrious Author f, 
next attracted our attention; and we were happy to 
bear teftimony that Mr. Gray ‘had well fupported 
the previous fame acquired by his Key to the Old 
Teftament, and had clucidated fome difficult points, 
particularly the much controverted doctrine of the 
Millennium, with much diligence, and a judgment 
equally remote from unbelieving cavils, and fuper- 
ftitious credulity. To the fermons of Dr. Di/iey tf, 
though ftrongly tainted with a herefy which we think 
moft pernicious to the Chriftian caufe, Unitarianifm, 
and though very hoftile to our eftablifhment, we wifhed 
not to deny the merit of imparting clear inftruction on 
other points; nor are we now unwilling to repeat that 
commendation. By thofe who think with him on the 
fubjects above-mentioned, they certainly will be confi- 
dered as a work of value. Dr. Dry/dale, a minifter 
of the eftablifhed church of Scotland, appears next upon 
our lift, as having left, like Dr. Townfon, a legacy to 
the public, and, like him, a legacy of confiderabl- 
importance. Dr. Dryfdale’s fermons § will rank heree 
after with thofe of Blair, Walker and others, whofe 


* No. I. p. 70. +t No. I. p. 87. 
t No, Il. p. 156. § No. IV. p.325. 
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PREFACE. Vv 


writings of this kind have lately raifed the reputation 
of that pulpit to fuch a height. A little effay on 
the Happine/s of the Life to come*, we obferved with 
pleafure to handle a very difficult fubject in a very 
rational manner, and to fuggeft moft powerful mo- 
tives to right conduct in the prefent life, by conjec- 
tures of great probability on the circumftances of a 
better ftate. The tract is not entirely original, yet 
has received fuch embellifhments from the tranflator, 
as to naturalize it fairly in this country. Among - 
the fermons produced by the occafion of the National 
Faft, many were of a rank of excellence which demands 
particular notice; nor fhould we omit thofe of the 
Bifhop of St. David’s, and Mr. Hay on the 3oth of 
January ¢. The Faft-fernions, we think i# moft im- 
portant to mention, are thofe of the Bifhop of Glou- 
cefter, and-Dr. Huntingford {, Dr. King; Mr. Chur- 
ton§, and Dr. Maclaine|], not meaning to deny that 
others alfo have merit. A few more of thefe fuill 
remain for our confideration: and we have only to 
regret that fingle fermons in general muft be pafled 
over, amidft the multiplicity of articles which folicit 
our attention, more rapidly than their individual excel- 
lence may occafionally delerve. This muft alfo be our 
apology for not f{pecitying in this place any others than 
fuch as happen to belong to this particular clafs. 


HIsrTory. 


The treafures of hiftory have received fome valu- 
able acceffions in thefe four firft months of our lite- 
rary career. Major Dirom’s Narrative **, may be 
expected to fubfift as long as the fame of-Lord Corn- 
wallis, and we know not how to affign a longer date. 
If Spain did not obtain a complete hiftoria! n, in an 
Author whom we noticed in the fame number ff, the 
public has at leaft gained by that publication a con- 


* No. IV. p. 447 + No. I. pp. 25,28. No. III. p. 343. 
§ No. II. pp. 220, 221. | No. IV. p. 458- ** No. I. p. 5 
++ Ibid. P+ 45. 
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venient book for general information on that fubjeé, 
The journal of tranfa@tions at Port Fackfon*, trom 
the papers of governor Phillip, and other principal 
officers,has at le a(t the merit of undoubted authenticity, 
and this in fuch documents, is a point of no inferior 
confequence. Mr. Reeves’s hiftory of Newfoundland 
was intended for a particular anpofe. that of elucidat- 
ing a point under difcuffion before parliament, yet is 
not devoid of information that may intereft even the 
gener al reader. The hiftory of ancient Europe by Dr. 
Ruffel, t promifes to complete a fet of books, the 
modern part of which has been received with general 
approbation. This part, if the author could expunge 
the infidelity which difgraces thefe two volumes, and 
would avoid prolixiti es, W which almoft lead us to fufpect 
a wifh to make ihe moft of his defign, in confidence of 
his former “reputation, might take its place in all col- 
lections of this kind, with its eftablifhed elder bro- 
ther of younger time; but, without thefe cautions, 
we fear thefe gemini will be fepar: ated by a much more 
permanent divifion than was afligned to Caftor and 
Pollux. Of Dr. J. Rodertfon’s hiftory of Mary 
Queen of Scots,§ we fhall pronounce nothing generally 
till our whole review of its contents fhall have been 
delivered to the public. 


BIOGRAPHY. 


In this branch we have only to record the pecu- 
liarity ofa very worthy and ingenious man in treating 
of himfelf as the late Mr. Pennant ;|| whofe ufeful and 
pleating labours will not, we hope, be fufpended for a 
moment by what we faid jocularly, or what may have 
been any where faid more harfhly, on the fubject of 
this innocent Caprice, 


ANTIQUITIES. 


One labourer in the field of oriental Antiquities, 
and one in that of national refearch, are all that have 


No.l. p. 79, + No. Il. p.ig2. No. III. p. 237 and IV. 441. 
S No. LV, Pp. 409, {| No. I. p. 15. 
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yet come under our notice in this department. The 
firft of thefe, Mr. Maurice,* has begun, with great 
fpirit'and vigour, an undertaking in which, if, as we 
are inclined to augur, he improves as he proceeds, he 
will erect a monument of fame to himfelf, by the very 
beft of all methods, that of giving moft inftructive in 
formation to his countrymen. Indian antiquities afford, 
in the way they can now be ftudied, an original field 
for enquirers, and Mr. M. feems to have the {pirit of 
Columbus in feeking this new world. 
Mr. Doxg/as, author of the Nenia Britannica, has 
gone into the fubject of antiquities, to be found in the 
various barrows in this country, with a degree of dili- 
gence which cannot eafily be furpaffed: and with a 
degree of merit, as an artift, in reprefenting to the 
eye what he difcovers, Ww hich we do not recollect to 
have feen equalled. 
TRAVELS, 


The pleafing work of Mr. Hodges on. India,t in 
which the fkill of an artift is united with the intelli- 
gence of a fenfible traveller, leaves us only to regret 
the fmallnefs of its fize. Its value, as an acquifition to 
national information, is far beyond its bulk. Two 
different authors have endeavoured, from their own 
obfervations, to delineate to their countrymen the ftate 
of Paris in the dreadful fummer and autumn of 1792.§ 
The former of thefe, who writes anonymoufly, has, we 
think, the fuperiority in ftrength and vivacity of repre- 
fentation, in fome particular {cenes. His work is only 
the conclufion of one which commenced before our 
critical exiftence. The other, which is by Dr. Moore, 
is, on the contrary, the beginning of one, which is to 
be concluded at his leifure. Lt comprifes undoubtedly, 
as far as it has gone, a variety of information, and will 
probably be claffed, though not exactly on an equal 
line, with fome of the fame author’s earlier pub- 
lications. 


* No. I. P. by ene Tip P+ 150. + No. III. p. 289. 
} No. I. p. 13. § No. Il. p. 139. and ILI, p, 273. 
Torc. 
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TTopoGRAPHY. 


The environs of London, certainly more neglected 
than their locality could be expected to permit, have at 
length found, in Mr. Daniel Lyfons, a diligent and 
curious inveftigator.* But of this work alfo we have 
to wait for the completion. Mr. /re/and’s views on the 
Thames, as a book of rational amufement, received at 
the fame time,t as they deferved, our commendations. 


Po.LitTics. 


On the important, and at prefent much agitated 
queitions of politics, we have announced feveral works 
of merit. But here we are almoft prevented by deli- 
cacy from bringing forward any names, . left we fhould 
be thought to do it with a {pirit of party, or of partiality, 
Sufliceit to fay that to us, Mr. Ar. Young’s tract on the ex- 
ample of France,f the letters of A/fred,§ Mr. Bowles’s 
real grounds of the prefent war,|| and the three letters 
addreffed to Mr. Fox,** have appeared to poffefs more 
excellence of various kinds, than any others we have 
noticed within the fame period; others may feel differ- 
ently, according to their political fentiments, whom we 
by. no means undertake to blame, though we cannot 
but retain ourown opinions. But on Profeffor Brown’s 
tract on the Natural Equality of Men,tt we cannot hefi- 
tate to pronounce the moft decifive commendation; as 
calculated-to be of fingular ufe to all defcriptions and 
parties ; by placing in the cleareft light, the moft im- 
portant queftton, and the moft commonly mifrepre- 
iented, of all thofe that belong to thefe difcuffions: the 
gueition which forms, indeed, the rational bafis of 
all political union. In this traét the vices of all 
extremes are cenfured with equal freedom, and truth 
is placed, where fhe has ever delighted to refide, at 
equal diftance from exaggeration onthe one hand and 
on the other; from tyrannical maxims, and from the 


® No. Il. p. 172. 


© Ibid + No. Il. p. 183. t No. I. p. tg. 
» Ibid. p. 51. 


| Ibid.p. too. ** No. II, p. 198. 
tt No. IV, p. 394. 
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doctrines of anarchy. Thepapers of the Affociation at 
the Crown and Anchor, were commended alfo without 
{cruple,* as juftified by the general fentiments of the 
nation, as having proved ufeful, and as illuftrated 
by a preface of very mafterly execution, Thefe one 
we fee no reafon to refrain from faying, leaving thofe, 
who, for any caufe, may diffent from our opinion to 
maintain their own with whateyer ftrength ofargument 
they can. 
Law. 


In this walk of literature we have yet had little to 
confider, or at leaft, we have not brought forward much. 
The reafon is, that articles of this kind are in general 
too technical for copious defcription, and may be 
moft conveniently noticed in a concife manner. This 
tafk we fhall by no means neglect, nor fhall we fuffer any 
fuch work of importance to pafs by us, without ob- 
taining the moft {cientific opinion we can gain upon it, 
The Vinerian Lectures of Profeffor Woodefon, we no- 
ticed at large,t nor can we refrain, in this place, from 
repeating our congratulations to the ftudents of 
Britifh law, on fo eftimable an acceflion to the means of 
information. 

Poetry. 


We haften to Belles-Lettres, as to the fubjec&t moft 
generally delightful. In this branch of them we have 
chiefly had occafion to notice the efforts of the female fex. 
Lady Burrel,t lady. Manners,§ and Mrs. Smitb,|| have 
all proved that elegance may have {trong charms in the 
cultivated ftate of a language, and that, without rifling 
to the higheft flights of poetry, much may be done 
which a critic cannot but commend, Some dramatic 
efforts alfo,not devoid of original metit,have been cur- 
forily noticed by us, which will be found under that 
article in our catalogues; a drama of high rank, in 
point of excellence,would demand a fuller examination, 
Our old acquaintance Rodert Burns, a true poet, by 
creation of nature, we have cheerfully greeted on 


* No. IV. p. 435. +.No.I. p. 34. t Nos IL p. 146. 
§ No. LI, p. 304. i No, IV. p. 403. ma 
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his republication*, and we may fafely promife that we 
fhall be always happy to announce his name. 


ENGLIsu CLASsIcsS REPUBLISHED. 


The improved and excellent edition of the favourite 
bard of Britons, by Mr. Stcevens,f tempted us into a 
confiderable extent of remarks, the refult of which was, 
that the editor had done his duty well, and the poet ob- 
tained new ornaments to his immortal crown. Of Mr. 
Riifon’s Englifh Anthologyt we {poke with fome hefi- 
tation, as not perceiving the full drift of the editor’sde- 
fign. On this we cannot yet pronounce; but that an 
re book will be added by it, to the elegancies that 
have lately proceeded from our prefs, will not admit of 
any doubt. 

TRANSLATIONS OF Crasstc AUTHORS, 


Mr. Bofcawen’s verfion of the odes of Horace,§ de- 
tained us very pleafingly to ourfelves, and we hope not 
otherwifeto our readers, during « woconfiderablearticles, 
It will probably live in the notice of his countryr en, 
when what we have [aid of it fhall be difmiffed from 
memory. Mr. Murphy’s tranflation of Tacitus,|| long 
anxioufly expected, was received, as does ‘not always 
happen in fuch cafes, without difappointment; and we 
are pleafed to fay that there 1s now a tranflation of that 
author, worthy, in the main, of his celebrity and merits, 


MATHEMA‘ICsS. 


Among the lefs popular fciences the mathematics 
ought to take the lead ; and here we have to congratu- 
late our country on the publication of two works of 
fuch importance as the new edition of Archimedes,** as 
iffued fromthe Clarenden prefs ; and the elements of Co- 
nic Sections by Mr. Roderi/onof Chrift Church Oxford :tf 
and we have the more pleafure in announcing thefe 
works as produced by that Univerfity, becaufe they feem 


* No. IV. p. 393. + No. I.p. 54 and No. JI. p. 127. 
t No. I. p. 95. § No. II. p. 329 and LV. 423. 

y No. IV. p.357- .** No. II. p. 318, and IV. p. 419. 

+t No, lV. p. 371. 
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to refute a notion, too commonly taken up, that the ma- 
thematics are neglected there. : 


Mepicinz, &c. 


In this line we have nothing very important to recal 
_ to mind, except the Tranfa€tionsof a Society comprifing 
fome of the firft names in this country,* and appear= ~ 
ing to be. equal in value to the expeétations’ which 
' thofe names muft rcife. Of the other publications on 
the fubjects of the healing art, it may fuffice to fay, that 
thofe of Mr. Earle,t Mr. Abernethy, and Mr. Bi/choff §, 
feem the moft important. | 


CHEMISTRY. 


The compilation and tranflation of papers from 
Cyell’s Chemical Journal,|| is the only work of this kind 
which has yet fallen under our infpection: and it is 
evident that the judicious continuation of it, isa defi. 
rable-object to that tcience, 


NATURAL HistTory. 


A tranflation of Buffon’s hiftory of birds** may cer- 
tainly be confidered as an acquifition of fome confe- 
quence to Englifh Naturalifts. For though the au- 
thor’s inclination to -materialifm, his attachment 
to various fanciful notions, and his fuperficial flourifhes 
on little or nothing, much lower the value of his 
works, they contain facts which the ftudent in thefe 
matters muft have within their reach, and which may 
not be equally convenient to all Englifh ftudents in 
their original form. 

Botany. 


Profeffor Martyn’s manual of the language of Bo- | 
tany, as tending to make perfect, what hastf 
hitherto been involved in much confufion, the 
Englifh appellations of plants, is an .effort worthy 


* No. IV. p. 394. +No.II.p. 188 and 191. t No. Il. p. 265. 
5 No vip. rr || No. If. p. 165. and No. III. p. 296. 
#* No, I, +t No. Il. p. 142, ¢ 
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of his laudable zeal for that {cience in which he is fo 
eminently proficient. 


MiuscEeELLANEOUS. 


The Afiatic refearchesof which we allowed ourfelves, 
toannounce the fecond volume,* are of an excellence too 
well known to require any additional tribute of ap- 
plaufe in this place; we have recapitulated their con- 
tents, and in fo doing have given an information of 
which multitudes will doubtlefs be eager toavail them- 
felves, by recurring tothe publication itfelf. 

The curiofities of literdture, by Mr. D’J/raeli, + 
is a work of amufement of the beft kind; and the Mi- 
litary Mifcellany, by the Honourable Colin Lind/ay,t 
is of yet more importance to military ftudents, than the 
former to the lovers of literature. 

This brief recapitulation of the chiefarticles noticed 
in one divifion of our work, forming, for that period, a 
fort of Hiftory of Britifhiiterature, will be continued in 
our fubfequent volumes. As we do not undertake to 
mention all, even of thofe who might in fome degrce 
deferve it, we hope we fhall not injure thofe authors 
whom we may omit. This at leaft we can aflure the 
public, that if we were confcious of being guided in it 
by any thing but our unbiafled and candid judgment, we 
would defift for ever from the undertaking, and would 
withhold even this firft {ketch irom their infpection. 


* No, U..p. 117. and TI. p. 254. t+ No, III. p. 324. 
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